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REIHE ARSERS. 


1 R E A 11 N G 7 


Abolt the SOUL, but wrote wathour Seixrr, or Lax, 
in * o the T ruth of ReveaPd Religions |, 
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0 O NTA NING Wo. 
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The ot} Material Arguments in that Contr 5 es 
about the Nature of the SOU L, Debated, af di- 


cated, from falſe and Groundleth/ 4 Sperliong N 4 
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lt is better to hear the Rebutke of the Wiſe, than for a Man 
9 hear the Song of Fools, For as the Craciling of Thorms 


Kg his ih 15 the Laughter of the Foot, Eecleſ. vii. —— 6. 
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To the Reverend 


r 


Mr. Z AMES LESLE, if 


Reputed Author of Publick Papers, call d 
the REHEARSERS, Wrote in May and 0 
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Love not to accoſt a Gentleman, without giving 14 
him the right Title by which he is Drigzifyd, and 
deſires to be Diſtinguiſſ d; Therefore, Reverend 
Author of a Public Paper, let You and I reaſon to- 
gether, why you cannot write againſt an Opinion you 
don't approve, but (to mingle much Malice with a little 
Wit) you muſt repreſent Perſons by their Names, in 
your Publick Papers, as you have done Dr. Coward, as {14 
one of Irreligious, Unchriſtian, if not Atheiſtical Princi- 38 
ples, by Overthroming the Doctrine of the Reſurrefion, ea. 
bing God tobe Matter, &c. without any Grounds of Rea- 
fon, or Colour of found Argumentation. Nay, this 
you do too by ſo light and trivial Arguments, managd | 
with ſuch weak Deductions, or falie Application of the 4 
Doctor's Meaning, or wreſting his Expreſſions to abo- 14 
minable wrong Interpretation, that ſcarce any Man in 
e EI > © Av ; 
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that bears the Character of a Repnted Scholar, except 
your ſelf, ſcreen d under the Clowniſh Garb of 3 
Country-man's Education, and Language, would hx ye 
the Confidence to own. And in Truth, your Man. 


ner, and Style of writing, concerning a Gentleman of | 


his Character, Learning and Worth, gives you a ju? 
Claim to the Title of a Ruſtick Education: And tis 
pity you had not been bred a Country-man indeed, 
ſeeing you treat Gentlemen in ſo Ruſtick a Way, and 
then perhaps you might have ſupply'd the Defect of 
ſome Able-Body'd Land-Man, or Seaman, contrary t5 
your own Inclination for the Service of your Country. You 
fay indeed, (Rehearſ. June, That it is rude to publij; 
Perfons Name, who are not willing io be known) yet you 
could do this bare-fac'd to Dr. Coward, who would 
not have his Name affixd to. the Treatiſe of Second 
Thoughts, &c. Becauſe knowing that an Irrefragable and 
Unconfutable Truth, obtruded as it were by force, on 
the Learned Part of the World, would make him, as 
it did St. Paul, become their Enemy becauſe he told them 
Truth. Now, what could you propoſe by reviving 
this Controverſie, to ſerve either the Church, or State, 
or Religion in general? Or elſe you muſt do it out of 


a pure Principle of Malice, and Rancour, (Iwo 1. 


parable Ingredients of a diſcoutented Nom Juror )- to 
ruin his Credit, Fortune and Reputation. For, as to 
your pretended Service to the Church, or State by it, 
J have fome Reaſons to believe, that as Both are now 
happily ſettled, Jou would not ferve either, if it mir 
iz your Power :, And for the Service and Benefit of Ke- 
ligion, you ſhould have follow'd the Goſpel Rule, + 
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aown firjt, and have conſider d, whether you were able wii, 
Lien Thouſand, to encounter an Adverſary with Twenty | hon 
ſand; that is, with all your Arguments and Learning, 
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to confute a Gentleman, that ſeems by his Writings, 
every way Superiour to you in both. You know a 


Confutation of that Opinion has already been unſuc- 
ceſsfully attempted by many, and ſome of no inferiour 
Character for Parts in the World, yet you ſee it was 
all bat Vanity and Vexation of Spirit; their Augmenta- 
tion generally ended in darting only, in the Language 
of the Prophet David, Spears and Arrovs, even bitter 
Words: But were never able, by all the greateſt Indu- 
ſry, and indefatigable Study, to make Breath of Life, 
which God gave to Man, Gen. 2.7. at his firſt Crea- 
tion, to ſignifie Immaterial, or Spiritual Subſtance united 

to Body. Now, did you think your {elf better able 
than Dr. Nicho!s, or Mr. Broughton, &c. Men of un- 
doubted Characters, to have made Good the Interpre- 
tation of Breath of Life, to ſignifie Spiritual Swbſtance ? 
Sure no: Nay, do you think it convenient, (or rather 
- I ſhould put that to the Governours of the Church) 
that ſo ſerious a Matter relating to Religion ſhoufd be 


bandy'd about in a Company of Common Paultry News 


Papers? No, if you had done any thing, you ſhould 
have ſent to the Doctor, to have deſir'd a Friendly Con- 
ference with him, and that you had ſomething more to 
offer, in order to a Confutation, than what had already 


been offer'd on that Subject, &c. And I don't doubt 


but that he would have complyd with your Over- 
tures, if you could have kept your Temper, and trant- 
ated Matters tairly, and Moderately, as He does, with- 
out Heats, and Animolities, to aggrandize a Party, in 
order to a National Ruin, If you had come fo in- 
deed, (though perhaps you could not conceal your na- 
| tural Temper, but it would have diſcoverd a Serpent, 


if once Paſſion grew warm, ) then I muſt tell you, the beſt 


way of Argumentation was by your Publick Papers, tho' 
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it looks not like a Scholar, or Politician, or indeed 
Congruous to the Deſign you would manage; to make 


a Countryman talk of Perſoneity, and Quid Humanum (vid. 


- Rehearſ, May xoth,) and indeed of molt Points in 
Divinity. If you will make him a Theological Diſpu- 
tant, make him ſpeak ſuitable to his Name, and Cha- 
rater; that is, ask filly Queſtions, and you anſwer 
them wiſely, if you can; but not to diſpute things above 
a Clowniſh Underſtanding. Symmetry, you know, in all 
things is commendable, and the Effect of a wiſe diſ- 
cerning Head, or the Product of a good Hand to bring 
Work into Order and Beauty, but where things are 
wrote with Incoherencies, and improper Characters, 


*tis but a kind of Patch-work of Learning which may 


look pleaſant to the Eye, but never makes any real 


Impreſſion to captivate the Underſtanding of any but 


Children, and ſuch like, who are eaſily deluded with 
__Gewgaws, or fine Trappings of Argumentation. This 
the World calls Amuſing and Bantring Mankind; now, 

it you think fit in handling ſuch a ſerious Subject to 
do ſo, as you ſeem to have done in your late Publick 


Papers, the Doctor was in the right to be ſilent, and 


deſpiſe you with Ignominy-and Contempt. But be- 
cauſe I have a great reſpect for the Doctor, and his 
Opinion ſeems not in the leaſt to reflect on Religion, 
or leſſen the Force of it, but rather ſtrengthens and 


confirms that grand Fundamental Point of the Chri- 


{tian Religion, relating to a General Judgment; and be. 
cauſe your falle and ſcandalous Repreſentations of him, 
as to his Opinion, may prejudice his Intereſt in tic 
World, I thought fit, out of a Chriſtian 'Temper, as 
well as of a Friend, to gird on my Armour alſo agauiti 
that threatnins Stroke, mention d Rebearſ. May ; ad 


defend him in his Opinion and Reputation. II- 


fore 
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fore, that no Popular Clamour may from kenceforth 


be unjuſtly, and upon no reaſonable Grounds raisd 


againſt the Doctor, if poſſible, I deſire the Reader ſe- 


riouſly to weigh the Arguments, by which he eſta- 
bliſhes and defends. his Opinion, together with thoſe. 
of this Worthy and Reverend Writer of a publick News- 


Paper, and then tell me, it poſſible, wherein lies the 
Prophaneneſs, Irreligion, or Atheiſm, This J have form'd 


by himſelf, (better perhaps than T can do it) let him 


too light. 


NModeratius 8 Rehe ar ſer. 


of your Papers called Rehearſers ? What ? have you con- 


ſonings made his Cauſe better? 


you but how come you to make it a Doubt, whether L 
have confuted Dr. Coward, or ſtrengthned his Cauſe by 


ö 


— „e — — * 
- c ** — * m ᷓ„U P — 1 _ 4 kY N N ade aon 2 * * 
5 8 * * f 2 | 4 — 0 * n enen 1 — «4 #446 a — 2 — — 2 ¶ hy * —— an” N . ͤ En * Dr js fa N * 2 1 U c obs L — ge es 
o 0 : - I . , if ay 5 n 12 1 2 , 
1 ' * - n : 105 0 1 * 


into a Dialogue, between my ſelf and Maſter Rehearſer; 
and don't pretend to add any but what are to be 
found in the Doctor's Writings on that Subject. But 
if any Man has a Mind to ſee his Vindication, done 


read his ſmall Treatiſe, calld the 7ſt Scratiny, &c. 
(Sold by T. Atkenſon, at the White Swan in St, Paul's. 
Church- yard, ) and I doubt not but that he will be 
thoroughly ſatisfy d, except where Prejudice of Educa- 
tion, conjoin d with Ignorance, are thrown into the 
Balance, which make even the weightieſt Arguments 


Moder. Maſter Rehearſer, I find you have been very 
ſevere on Dr. Coward, in May and June laſt, in ſeveral 


fated him? or expos'd your ſelf? or by your weak Rea-- 
Rehearſ. Good: Mr. Moderatius, I am not forry to ſee 
my weak Reaſoning? O! I have totally contured him, 


wind him uplide dowa, You may know that by his 
. 1 5 Silence. 
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Silence. If he could have anſwer'd me, he would; but 
J was for an Home-Stroke all at once. 
Moder. That's very well, but I have known thoſe 
Home- gtrote Combatants very often mils their Blows, and 
fo have fell to the Ground, and been ſoundly beaten af 
terwards. And for his Silence, 'tis no Argument that 
you have confuted him, but it may be one that you have 
prated to no purpoſe; and that he Scorn'd to anſwer you, 
not ſeeing one Argument that deferv'd it. 
Rehearſ. No? You ſhall Read em again, Ile Range 
em up again in Battalia, and let him or you anſwer o 
much as one of them. If you do, my Country-Man 
ſhall never turn Philoſopher more. 4 
Moder. Come, begin; You love Dialogue, and wrote 
in it; therefore Ile fight you at your own Weapons, 
and asyou Charge me with Queſtions, ſo I hope, you give 
me leave to return the ſame ſort of Shot again, when I 
ſhall think it convenient fo to do 
Rehearſ. Ay, with all my Heart. Hirst, therefore 1 
Challenge with of my Rehearſ. April 26. where I 
make an Aſs of Aferl, for his flight delign'd for Heaven, 
and not going the Common way by Death thither. 
Moder. Truly I think you make an Aſs of your ſelf, 
and. if he will go up directly to Heaven, as he is; You 
have Built Caſtles in the Air enough to ſupply him, 
that he may have Refreſhment at ſeveral Paiting- places, 
in ſo long a Journey. - 
Rehearf, What mean you by that, Mr. Moderatius 
Moder. I think my meaning is plain. If you, and 
ſuch as you would leave off Railing and Scurrility both 
out, and in the Pulpit, the World would not take Notice 
of thoſe youcall Heterodox Opinions. Fis ſuch Public Rai— 
lery puts many Ignorant People upon Enquiry about 
Books and Opinions; which would otherwiſe dye neg. 
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lected. And you to make the Authors of them Odious, 
Write, or Preach Notorious Lyes ſometimes, to ſupport 
your Calumnies, and Publick Baſe Reflections, telling 


n 


the World ſuch an Author juſtifies abominably Irre- 


ligious, or Atheiſtical Opinions, when in Reality he 
nt eb t LID 
Rehearſ, Who dos ſo? not I, the Obſervator may de 
ſo, but I don't. e 1 
Moder. Yes, you do, and many more. But I hope to 
ſee a Tax laid on all publick Papers, that if you Rail, 
you may pay tort: And an Act of Parliament to ſup- 
preſs the Inſolence of the Pulpit. - 
Rehearſ. All in good time. And if you thank a Par- 
liament for that; we'll thank them for another thing. 
They anſwer Books, otherwiſe ſometimes unanſwerable. 
And a good thing too, or elſe we ſhould be peſter'd 
with continual Scribble to no purpoſe, ee 
Moder. What ? As you have done the World 


Nine Weeks about Dr. Coward; and did as the Labori- 
ous Parſon did, Preach Three times a Day and made 


nothing on t | 


Rehearſ. How? You ſhall ſee how Ple attack him. 


You ſee my Apology, N' 222. July 2. for Tire- 
ing my Auditors upon one Subject ſo long, viz. In 


Confuting our Engliſh Sadducees, who believe neither An- 


gel, Spirit, nor the Reſurrection, and "tis to be fear d, a God 
neither. Is it not very. handiome and fine? 'tis my 
Zeal and Concern for Religion, and our Souls, that 
makes me Treſpaſs on my Auditors Patience. 

Moder. A fine Apology indeed? Do you at Conform 
to the Government out of Zgal and Concern for Reli 
on too? A ſpecial Gentleman! to be a Reformer of 
Religion who will not obey the Ordinances of God (as St, 
Paul, Rom. 13. calls the Powers of a Nation) out of 

7 B Real 
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Leal for Religion! But pray who are theſe Engliſb Sad. 
ducees? I never heard of any that Deny the Reſurrecti- 
on, Spirit, Angel, or God (tho' that can't be call'd Sad. 
duciſm, I ſuppoſe) in this Age, but you may tell me 
| all their Names: pray tell me them, if you can. 
| Rehe arſ. Why Afzil do's, and the Quakers as I fay, or 1 
| fay falſe. If he don't, Dr Coward overthrows. the Reſur- 
|  reQtion,for ſay I (Rehearſ. in June) tis the Soul diftinguiſhes 
| ' one Man from another; ſo the ſame Man, to make him the 
| | ſame, muſt have the ſame Soul at the Reſurrection, 
_ elſe the ſame Man dos not Riſe. But the Dr. Aflert: 
the ſame Man to Riſe again, becauſe the ſame mali. 
endow'd with Life again, will by the Power of Goc 
be Raif'd at the Reſuyreion, . 
Moder. Say you fo? How do's the Dr. deny the 
3 Reſurrection then? „%% ẽ᷑ M 
Rehearſ. Why, he won't allow one Man to be dif- 
N grid from another, upon the Account of the Dif. 
rence of Souls. vid. Farth. Thoughts. p. 8 ꝓ&44. 
Moder. Nor any Body elſe of common Senſe, I pre. 
ſume. Is a ſhort little Crump-backed Man, diſtin- 


ee mul "or 
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l ouiſhd from a Tall Slender Strait Man by his Soul? 
1 Do you know the Mark that diſtinguiſhes any Sou! 


from another? The Obſervator's Country-Man would 
have calPd you Blockhead for urging ſuch an Argu- 
ment. Beſides, you miſtake the whole Queſtion; you 


ſuppoſe every Man to have a Spiritual Subiſtance, call d 
N Soul, which he ſhall have United to his Body, and 


therefore make the ſame Maz again at the Reſurrc- 
ction. Now what you ſuppoſe true, is falſe ; Man has 
not, by any Authority of Scripture, any ſuch Spiritnal 
Subſtance, therefore you prove nothing, if you {ir{ 
don't prove your Swppoſition... . 


Rebar, 


Li 


RNehearſ. No? But if a Man han't the ſame Souly = 


tho' he won't allow it to be a Spiritual Subſtance, he 
don't Riſe the ſame Man. 5 
Moder. By your Reaſoning he can't indeed, ſo who 


overthrows the Reſurrection ncy? For the Immortal 


Soul can't Riſe again (becauſe it was never Dead) 
how then can the Principal part, which (as you ſay) 
makes Man to be the ſame, not being Rais'd, Deno- 
minate Man to be Raisd the ſame Man at the Reſur- 
rection ? 8 - . | 

Rehear/. Hold! T muſt take care of that, not to 


overthrow the Reſurrection. Therefore ſay I, that 
the Reſurrection is not overthrown, if the Body only. 
be Rais'd, and zot the whole Man; that's a ſufficient Sal- 


vo for me, and my ſame Man. | 

Moder. That won't do, For the Body is not the 
Man, or Perſon of the Man, but the whole Compoſitum 
makes the Man; and wou'd you conſult your Greek, 


or Latin Teſtaments on Lake 20. 37. and parallel 


Places in the other Evangeliſts, you would find »»e;3 
Mortui, the Men, not Cadavera, are Raiſed from the 


Dead. But this is prov'd ſo Demonſtratively plain by 


the Dr. already, that T muſt needs ſay, you deal very 
Baſely by him, to Charge him with the Depyal of the 
Reſurrection, when your own Incoherent Deductions 


proves your own Arguments falſe, and Idle. vid. Se- 


Dita egen 

» Rehearſ. But Dr. Comard holds God to be Matter. 
Rehearſ. No. 210. May 21. 1707. Becauſe he ſays, the 
Word SPIRIT denotes thoſe beings which are uſually Term'd 
Tramaterial, as Co, Angels, nay Spectrums and Appari- 


tions, Now his ſaying, God is USUALLY call d Immaterial, 


inferrs, that he believes it not, but reckons it a Vulgar 
i Fee, D 


% { 4 


1 0 12 1 


Error. All which he Ridicules, and believes not 4 W, ord. 


of em. 


Moder. A Bold Stroke indeed, a barefac'd Falſity 15 


calld a Notorious Lye. T doubt you have chang'd your 


Soul, and have not the Soul of Man, much lefs a Chri- 
ſtian. The Place where the Judges keep their Courts 
of Juſtice is aal calld Weftminiter-Hall : is that Senſe, 
er ! 5 n 
Rehearſ. Yes, tis Senſe; but it implies you dorn'r 


believe there is ſuch a Place as Weftminſter-Hall; if 


You had faid Commonly „ you had ſaid right; but J 


don't like the Word ſaally, it implies, doubt, and di 
belief. * 5 2 


Moder. Now, you talk like your ſelf. There is 4 
Part in a Gooſe, «ſwally call'd the Soul of 4 Gooſe, take 


| heed of a Tranſmigration. 5 
Rehearſ. There I have you again. The Doctor's Ar- 


gument from Tranſmigration, Comparative to Anni 
hilation, is very abſurd and weak, as I prove (Rehear/. 


209. May 17.) There I have a fine Stroke at him. He 


ſays, if God Annihilates your Subitantial Spirit, it is ſtil 
n his Power to re-create it, and in his Diſpoſal to reim- 


plant it in the Body, or no. 


what he will? 5 
Rehearſ. Hold, hold, — If thing be reducd to no- 


Moder. What hurt is there in all this? Can't God do 


thing, which is calld Annihilation, how can it be ve. 
created? A thing cannot be Created but once, 
be a New-Creation, but not of the ſame thing, for when it 
is once Annihilated it is nothing, So that God may Create 
2 New Soul, but that cannot be ſaid to be any Soul that 


There ay 


was Anninilated, | 

Moder. Hey dey; Heres a great deal to do aboit 

Nothing, This whole Cavil is falſely charg'd on f he 
8 285 Dost©c: 
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Doctor, for want of Ability to underſtand his Reaſon- 
ing. For Pag. 34. Furth. Thoughts; He argues a- 
gainſt his Adverſary about the Souls veturning to God, 
Eccleſ. 12. 7. Who aſſerts it a ſufficient Explication of 
that Text, to anſwer, — That it is not meant that wicked 
Souls return into his Hands, or Prefence ; but it is ſuffi- 4 
cient, if they return into his Power, or Diſpoſal. This is mu 
the Anſwer of his Opponent, not the Doctor's, for in 1 
that very Paragraph, he pleads all you here palm on 5 
him, againit ſuch a trivial Expoſition, 
Rehearſ. Is it fo? then in troth I am miſtaken; I 1 
thought it had been otherwiſe. But if a Sou, ſhould | 
paſs out of a Man into a Beaſt, that Beaſt would bee a 
Man, woudn't he? vid. Rehearſ. No. 209, 
Moderat. No, no more than you would be an Aſs, 
it you ſpoke rationally as Balaam's Aſs did. The Soul 
makes not the Man, nor the Body. the Man, but both 
together conjoyn'd. You have a {trange way of Philoſo- 
phizing; you can only know him to be a Man by his rea- 
ning, and diſtinguiſid from another Man by his out- 
ward Form, Voice, Quality, and Qualitications, Then ſay 
jou, He ſuppoſes the Soul to fleep till the Reſurrection, 
which is a downright Falſity. For he ſuppoſes no ſuch 
ming. Nay, all that whole Rehearſal is totally ſalſe, 
* 3 confuted in the Doctor's own Books 
ready. 0 
Rebrarſ But it is a common Opinion of the Deifls, |: 
nat the Soul of Man dies with the Body, and that there 
no 23 Account, Rewards or Puniſhments, and there- 
re £ ey take great Delight in this Book- of Dr, Coward, 
„0 ſays the Soul dyes with the Body, and what he ſays 
| the pr, gives them no Diſturbance, Rehearſ. 
Way 20s | 
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Moderat. Hold a little, let's return to the Blunder, 38 
you call it---- Of God's Re- creating a thing out of not bis. 


Did you ever read of God's creating the World out 


Rehearſal, I don't deny God's Power in any thiug 1% 
doth not imply a Contradiction, But the Dotfor owns th 
Reſurrection the better to undermine all Religion, , 1 
ſhould attack it too bare facd, or acts to that purpoſe, vid 


J 4 


Rehearſ. Ma). 


Moderat. What a ſtrange Conſtruction is this? In 
mane and Unchriſtian. When in ar leaſt Five Hi! 
dred Places of his Writings, he fo folemnly conteng 
for, ſupports, and eſpouſes the Doctrine of the Re!» 
rection, future Rewards, and Puniſhments ;' bur i! thc 
are {uch People in the World, as make ill Conttruc-:9!! 
and Uſe of his Argumentation, as you do, and ma. 
more do of the very Scriptures too, tis their 0 
Faults. For I dare juſtifie, that in the main he 
lers nothing diſſonant to Reaſon, Religion, gr e, 
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So pray don't ſay things of a Gentleman, which can 
be prov'a dowright Lyes. Pardon my Stile, and Lan- 
guage, in ſo plain a Provocation. For I have wip'd 

my A--- lately with your Rehearſer, and it has affected 

my Head, as fome get a Singing in their Heads by 

wiping their A --- with Ballads. 

Rehearſer, I hope you are not angry. He is repre- 
ſented by Common Fame, a Man that broaches horrid 
impious Doctrines, and particularly denies the Immor- 
tality of the Soul, &c. I think I uſe him civifly enough, 

I {tyle him, Ihe Learned Dr, Coward in my Rehearſers,, 
tor no body can call him B -d. 

Moderat. Civilly do you call it? when you tax him, . 
as a Subverter of the principal Fundamentals of Chri \_ 
ſtianity, Cc. As for Common Fame, ſhe is always a 
Common Lyar. Ill give you the Epitome preſently of 
his whole Doctrines, or Opinion, and confute them fair- 

WM iy, and I will aſſure you of a Living near 3oo J. per: An. 
upon your taking the Oaths to the Government with- 
al. „„ . 

. Rehearſ. That's a good Offer indeed; but I told you. 

in my Rehearſ. of Jul) 28. That I had dong with the Doctor, 
and I'll not begin again: Only I defire you to kick 
ind cuff a Text or two about, and then give me his 

"Nl Doarine epitomiz'd, as you ſay, Come have at you ; 
Mat. x. v. 28. Fear not them that can kill the Body, but 

il «re not able to kill the Soul, & c. This I fay, the Door 
makes a Figurative Expreſſion, and that Figure makes 
ti a Contradiction. + © 5 il 
Moderat. Pray what Figure does he make it? Prov. 44 
25. v. 4. Anſwer zt a Fool, and v. 5. Anſwer a Fool, | 
according to his Folly , have juſt ſuch a Figure, He 
tells you, that. by Kling the Soul, there expreſsd, is 
meant 2aking ama) the preſent Life, explaind ſufficiently, 
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v. 39. by loſing this Life in order to find Life everlafl. 


Ing, He that loſeth his Life for my ſake ſhall find it, ſays 
our Saviour. Don't all the whole Chapter run upon 
Life being loſt, by Perſecution for the Goſpel's ſake? 
I ſee no Figure in it, but it ſeems by the Enxgliſb Tran. 
{lation to be made difficult, whereas, had you argued 
from the Latine or Greek Words, wx), Anima you 
could have made no Argument of it, but you muſt 
have given me a reaſon why thoſe words ought not 


=_ have been -rendred Life of the Body, as they are in 


all that very Chapter. And taking away the Life of 
the Body is neither Non ſenſe, nor Derozates from the 
Truth of the Text. > 

Rebearſ. O! But he parallels it with, This is my Bed), 
Which I-fay means, This repreſents my Body, and can't 
be underſtood literally. LEY 3 
Moderat. Literally; you are in the right certainly, neiche: 
can-the other be meant, v. 39. Loſing to find Life, literally 
alſo, but wants Expoſition, and the Explanation of its 
Signification, But this Text is fo plain, eaſie and in- 
telligible in the Book it ſelf, that Tl refer my unſatis- 


85 fy'd Reader thither. However, Suppoſe 4 Soul that 


can't be killed, What do you here call Soul? 


Rebearſ. You muſt give me time to anſwer that, | 


you are too quick upon me. In the mean time come 
to Eccleſ. 3. 18, 19. Concerning the Spirit of Man that 
goes upward, and the Spirit of Beaſts that goes 4own- 
ward, I ſay, that is only meant that the Spirits of Men 
go up to God in Thoughts and Meditations, which the Souls 


of Beaſts do. not, For our Buſineſs is not what becomes of 


the Souls of Beaſts, that is a Curioſity, and ] waſh my Hana, 
ef it, May 21. Rehearſ, _ . 


« 


Moderat. Now I find you will or be bound by the 
' Scriptures, as you ſaid of the Doctor. Indeed that loo 
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as if you underſtood not common Senſe ; for the whole 
Contexts relate to Man and Beaſts dying, and whither 

they go after Death, as you may read it, Eccleſ. 3. 19, 
20. And you talk of a Man's aſcending in Meaitation, 
and a Beaſt's deſcending in Meditation, © 

Rehearſ. No I don't fay a Word about the Soul of 
Beaſts, but ſay, tis a - Curioſity, and I waſh my Hands of 
. 

Moderat. Do ſo, as Pilate did, and make only this 
Confeſſion upon it, That you are guiltleſs of that Vir- 
tue called TRULH. Let the Doctor look to that, and perhaps 
you may gain a ſober Character again. For Repentance 
of Lying, and ſcandalous Defamation, is next kin to entire 
Innocence, 

Now IT] give the Reader an Epitome, taken out 
of Dr. Cowara's Works, of his Doctrine or Principles 
concerning the Nature of a Soul, and at the fame time 
challenge the whole World to prove them Irre/igions, 
Atheiftical, or Immoral, notwithſtanding the Railings from 
the Pulpit, or a trifling News- Paper. 

His Firſt Poſition is, That God made Man out 
of the Duſt of the Earth, and breathed into his 
Noſtrils Breath of Life, (not endow'd him with a 
Spiritual, or Immaterial Subſtance, call d Soul) by which 
Man became a living Creature, This he proves by 
the Word of God, ſpoke by Moſes, Gen. 2. v. 7. So let 
God be true, and every Man a Lyar, Now, Reverend 
Author of a-Publick News.Paper, tell me hat you ſay 
to this? | 5 

Rehearſ. Why, ay, tis true, I dont find fault with 
this Text, but ſure Man muſt have a So, belides 
Breath of Life, that ſurvives his dead Body, elſe our 
Education has led us into a palpable Error, 


Wi Moderat, 
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Moderat. Why muſt Man have a Soal, beſides Breath 
of Life? Is not this thought a plain Text? Do you be- 
lieve the Scripture, or no? Can any Man have mor: 
Soul than Adam? And have not Beaſts Breath of Life, 
as Man had at firft ? Tis plain they have, as is prova 
by Geneſis, Chap. 6. v. 17. and ch. 7. v. 15, 22. So that 
whoever cannot confute this Text, muſt yield Man tc 
be made of Body and Life, that is, not Body and Soul, 


meaning thereby 4 Spirit that can exiſt ſeparately from the 


Body. EH 
Rehearſ. How then came we by that Notion of 
Soul? et | 

Moderat. Philoſophers impos'd upon the World in Pri- 
mitive Times, and poyſon'd their Education with No- 


tions and Whims, never juſtifiable by the Holy Scrip- 


tures. For you muſt know, that the Heathen Philoſo- 
phers form'd a Notion of ſuch a Spiritual Subſtance, uni- 
ted to the Body, and in all their Writings call d it 
u in Greek, and Anima in Latin, and our Tran- 


Uations of the Bible have in many Places render'd 


it the Soul, after the Language of thoſe Heathen 
Fhiſoſophers, by which Men have been deluded into 
2 Belief, that the Scripture meant Soul in the ſame 

ſe, as the Heathen Philoſophers did; when as really 


it ought not to be fo interpreted, but every where re- 


lating to Man's Compoſition, to be rendred Lyfe, and 


not Soul. 
Rehearſ. What, you think then that People are led 
into an erroneous Opinion, by following the Steps of 


the Heathen Philoſophers ? 


Moderat. I do fo indeed; and its evidently plain e- 
nough from the Scheme of the Popiſh Religion, that 
Heathen Philoſophy is the Ground of many of their 
principal Fundamentals, as is proved Chap. 9. Of /*- 
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_ cond Thoughts. And why ſhould it be thought that 
the Proteſtant, as well as Papiſt, ſhould not err, by miſ- 


apprehending the meaning of many Places in Scripture ? 
1 hope we are not infallible, though more reform'd from 
Errors than they are. 
 Rehearſ, They may err indeed, and it's plain by the 
Number of Sets ſome ft err, for none are totally 
infallible, L confeſs ; but yet I cannot tell how to brook 
your Text, it preſſes cloſe, the Tranſlators would 
have done well to have render'd all Places Life chen, 
which are now render'd Soul; for we muſt carry in 
our Heads the Idea of ſuch a Soul, as Heathens devis'd. 
But why did they deviſe ſuch a Soul? | 
Moderat. Becauſe they ſaw wicked Men thrive in the 
World, and good Men 4 afflicted, as David ſays, Eſ. 73. 
Therefore to encourage the good Men to perſevere in 
Goodneſs, notwithſtanding they were afflicted, the Phi 
loſophers taught their Diſciples, that they had Spiri: 
tual Subſtances united to their Bodies, calld Souls, which 
ſhould be puniſh'd or rewarded according to their Me- 
rits immediately after Death, by them call'd a Separation 
of Soul and Body, which is nought but a Separation of 
Life and Body. 7 = 
Rehearſ. And how came we by that Philoſophic No- 
tion? Or they to teach it? 5 
Moderat. They taught it to be a Subſtance, c. by 
reaſon they wanted the Light of the Scriptures, and we 
learn'd it from them by Education. The Scriptures 
teach us no ſuch Doctrine, though it diſtinguiſhes Life 
unn Boch, as much as Soul and Body, are conceived to 
be two different Things, though not different Subſtances, 
Deu Fenn; 5 
Rehearſ. But why does he deny the Immortality of the 


Soul? | 
„ Mode y at. 
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Moderat. Where do you prove it by Scripture, that 
Man is endow'd with an Immortal Soul? You ſee he was 
never ſo created; and you know Plato, an Heathen, was 
one of the firſt that preach'd up the Doctrine of the 
Immortality of the Soul. Keep to the Scripture, don't tell 
me of Philoſophy. Man, after the Reſurrection will be 
Immortal, but cannot be in his Soul as ſoon as he dics, 
and I think that 1s no denying Immortality to Man. 
Rehearſ. How do you prove this? - 
Moderat. By Scripture and Reaſon, For if the Souls 
of wicked Men went to Hell, and thoſe of the Righ- 


teous to Heaven, as ſoon as they dy*d, what need js 


there of a General Judgment of all Mankind at the laſt 


Day. If they are in Heaven, they have the greate{t 


Reward, they can have; if in Hell, the greateſt Puniſh- 
ment. So, why ſhould they be examin'd and call d to 
Account when they enjoy the utmoſt Happineſs, or 
Ry, ther ran . Toon 
Rehearſ. This ſeems to be a ftrong Argument; but I 
don't doubt but it has been anſwer'd already, ſo I won't 
meddle with it. . SH | 
Moderat. Never was yet anſwerd, nor ever can be, 
that I am poſinve; ſo why ſuch Raillery, and Clamour 
ſhould be made againſt him, for denying the Immor- 
tality of a Being call d the Subſtantial Soul of Man, when 
he does not deny but that Man will be Immortal afte 
the ReſurreCtion, I cannot ſee. The Scripture is of his 
fide, why then dont you blame the Scriptures ? 
Rehearſ. What Scripture-Proofs d'ye brings? 
Moderat. I could quote you forty places in the New 
"Teſtament, where by the word Ther, (meaning att 
Day of the Reſurrection, and not before) the Wicked 
ſhall be puniſhed, and the Righteous rewarded, 
more 
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more particularly, Mat. 13. in the Parable of the Tares, 
explain'd by. our Saviour himfelf, worth your reading 
conſiderately. Beſides, the Fallen Angels were not puniſh'd 
with immediate Torments, but are reſerv'd in everlaſting 
Chains ander Darkneſs, unto the Judgment of the Great 
Day, Jude 6. 2 Pet. 2.4. Now if we ſuffer in our Souls 
immediately as ſoon as we dye, don't we contradict the 
Scriptures , and impoſe a thing on Mankind to belleve, 
which ought not to be believ'd ? | 5 

Rehearſ. I can't tell whether 1 do or not; I won't an- 
ſwer you; only Ill fay this, that then both Body and 

Soul united will be punith'd together. But the Soul will 
be puniſh'd by it ſelf, in Hell, or ſomewhere elſe, till the 
Reſurrection. 3 

Moderat How can you urge ſuch a ſimple ridiculous 
Anſwer to the poſitive Words of Scripture, which plainly 
aſſert, That Puniſhment of the Wicked, though Angels 
made Devils, ſhall not begin till the Day of judgment? 


. o 
4 r 
—— — 


Jam aſham d to ſee Men of any tolerable Parts fo greedy 


of deluding themſelves, and ſubverting plain Texts of 
Scripture. - 3 95 

Rehe arſ. Pretty plain indeed, but let me interpret them 
my way, you ſhall find them not ſo plain on your fide, as 
you make them. 

Moderat. This I find by your laſt Rehearſer, you can 
wreſt a Text pretty well to a wrong meaning. But what 
ſay you to this Poſition , GOD is a JUST GOD, is he 
not! „ . 

Rehearſ. Yes. he is, I cannot deny it, what then? 
Moderat. Why ! A juſt God will never condemn a Sin- 
ner to Puniſhment without Examination of his Crime. 
Now, God having appointed but one Day of Judgment, 
calld the Great Day of Judgment, to judge a Sinner, and 
amine him in, you will make him break bis * 
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and Promiſe; nay, be anjuſt, if he condemn a Sinner to 
Hell, without the ſaid Examination, as it neceſſarily | 
follows he muſt do, if a Sinner goes immediately [in his 
Soul] to Hell, as ſoon as he dyes, before he has received 
Sentence at the Day of Judgment. 

Kehearſ. Not fo cloſe upon me, I beſeech you; What, 
does the Soul ſleep in the Grave then till the Reſurre- 
_ ES _ 
Moderat. No, the Soul ſleeps not, Life cannot fleep ; 
It returns to God that gave it, and the Bod) moulders tc 
Dirt, Eccleſ. xii. 7. Returns not as a Spiritual Subſtance, 
but as a Power, derived from God at firſt, and at the 
Death of every Perſon reſum'd, as Pal. 104. v. 29. 
David expreſſes it, and in Gen. 2.7. It is call d Breath of 
Life, By which is not meant, the Common Air or Brea; 
we breath, but an Active Principle in us, calPd LIFE, 
which by the Supernatural Power of God enlivens ou. 
Bodies, and makes us capable of doing all thoſe things 
Wie do in the World. od fo : 
Rehearſ. Does Life make my Bod) capable of This; 
and Senſe? No, Matter, qa Matter, cannot Think, or 
| Reaſon, tis certain, 8 

Moderat. Where God has given Life, he has given like- 
wiſe the Power of Reaſoning, though in ſome living 
Creatures in a more perfe&t Degree than in others, as inf 
Men is plain, and in ſome Men more perfectly than in 
others; and in Beaſts according to their Condition. An 
when I hear the queſtion put, can Matter, qua Matter 
think? 1 ſmile at the Impertinence thereof, For ir is 2 L 
much as to ſay---- Can a Thing thut is uncapable in it (cif fl b 


eden, | 33 0 9 
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thinking, think? How ridiculous is ſuch a queſtion ? Pu t! 
it right, Can God make Matter capable of thinking? 1 (1 vegh » 
he can, and has done it in Men and Beaſts, and he canno is 


be a Chriſtian that denies it. Do you deny it? 
| _ Retres?r 
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Rehearſ. No, I dare not, but methinks *tis a long 
time to ſleep in the Grave till the ReſurreQion. 1 
hope to go to Heaven, as ſoon as I am Dead. 

| Moder ou muſt Ground your hopes on the Scrip- 
tnres, if you do, and become one of God Almighty's: 
Favourites then (as Maſes was, Deus. 36. v. G. WhO 
Dyed and was Buried, yet was in Heaven before a 
General Reſurrection, becauſe he was ſeen by our 
Saviour and his Diſciples, Mat. 17. 3.) You may go 
to Heaven immediately after Dead. Becauſe the Gift 
of Heaven is a Free-Gift, and God can give it as ſoon. 
a8 he pleaſes O an Abraham, 1ſaac, A. Jacob, &c. Or {tuck 
whom he vouchſaſes to call his Friends. But I doubt 
you have ſome account. to give, and muſt ſtay. till, 
the Reſurrection... Fo 
| Rehearſ, Well? that will be a long while, if I do, 
1 have a good Reſpite, ſo 1 ſhall dye with the leſs 
Terror of Puniſhi:-nt on me, . 

Moder. Here you are under a great miſtake. The 
next Moment to the Dead is the Day of Judgment ,. 
tho? they lye in the Grave 100000 Years. . The Dead 
meaſure no Time; a Log, or Stone, may as well mea- 
ſure time, as a Dead Man. Therefore don't flatter. 
your ſelf in a long Reſpite. I wiſh you don't think p 
100000 Years too ſhort a time for a Reſpite, as you 
call it, when you are to appear on the Great Day. 

Rehearſ. 1 hope I ſhall be able to ſtand in that Great 
Day, before God and his Angels, tho' nor as an Innocent, 
but as a Penitent: Well]! lets go on, Why do you call 
the Soul a Power only? That ſeems to me to be a 
meer Nothing; I would have it a Subſtance becauſe it 
is ſomething that can't be Mild, Math. x. 28. 

Moder. How came you to. call Powers nothing? they 
zre the only Springs of Activity in all things in the 
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World; becauſe it is no Subſtance, you preſently call it 
Nothing, which is a Grand Error: for it is really every 
thing in Effect. Inſpiration, which is a Power Di. 
vine, made the Apoſtles Work Miracles, and the fame 


Divine Influence endow'd Sampſon with that Prodigious 
ſtrength beyond any before, or ſince him, And ac. 


cording to ſecond Cauſes are not Germination, Switt- 
neſs, or Motion, Gravity, Levity, and Elaſticity 


and the like, Powers without which tis impoſſible ma. 


ny things can come to paſs. They are not meer Wo. 
things becauſe join'd to Matter, but are call d in Philo- 


ſophy Accidents, or Qualities which are not meer Wo. 


things, as you call em. 


Rehearſ. They are next to Nothing. As ſoon as 4 
Bowl has done running, the Motion is inviſible and loft, 
40 is Heat loſt, when the Fire out. 
Moder. Take heed. now, I doubt you'! Burn your 
Fingers with a weer Nothing By and by. This will 
run us into Philoſophical Diſputes, which Tle not do. 
But I aver that there are things in the World ca!l'd 


Powers, or Qualities, diſtinct from Matter, and it is 


plain to Sente and Reaſon, that Motion is not Mat- 
ter. Therefore if T ſtate Life to be a Power, and de- 
fine it as Dr. Coward has ingeniouſly done it, I (hall 
not do amiſs, viz, Life is a Power Originally intu(cd 
by God into inſenſible matter, by which that matter Lines, 
and Exerts Senſe and Reaſon, x 

Rehearſ. This a fine Spun Notion of Life, and Phi- 
loſophical enough, but I'le enter the Lifts no more. 


Let every Reader Judge of his Opinion whether con- 


ſonant to Reaion and Scripture. All that ſticks in my 
Stomach is that Text (as I told you, Mat. x. 25.) Ut 
Killing the Soul. 3 | 

Moder. I ſee no reaſon you have to adhere ſo colic 


- 
$9, 


e 
to your own Interpretation. Bring it but to the 
Touch-Stone Text, upon which all other Inter- 
pretations of Texts muſt depend, and tell me, if 
it be poſſible to make Soul in Mat. x. 28. different 
From Breath of Life in Gen, 2. 7. then I yield. But if 
we have not the Sacred Word Right Tranſlated, nor 
any Grounds to believe we have any other Soul, than 
Life, (as we have not) which will be loſt at Death, 
and be renewed in our Bodies at the Reſurrection, 
then all the Noiſe, Clamour, and Calumny againſt the 
Dr. for Ill Principles, and Opinions, is falſe, ſcandalous 
and unworthy. Thus has the Reader the Epitome of 
the moſt Material Points that can be faid relating to 
the Modern Controverſie of the Soul. And now I on- 
ly put it to his Conſcience to determine, as he will one 
Day an{wer it at the Great Tribunal, whether any of 
thoſe Principles ſupport Immorality, or be Deſtructive to 
Religion. So Farewel, and Remember That as the 
Tongue is a Fire, a World of Iniquit); ſo it is among#t 
Our Members that which defileth the whole Body, and ſet- 
eth on Fire the Courſe of Nature, until it is ſet on Fire 
of Hell, James 6. 3. 


POSTSCRIPT: 


HUS have I given you an Abſtrat of that O- 
pinion, ſo Induſtriouſſy Raid at by you and 
others, for no reaſon that I know, unleſs becaule it's 
a Truth not to be confuted, You fee plainly there is no- 
thing in it that Derogates from the Chriſtian Religion. 
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The Doctrine of the Reſurrection and General Judgment 


ſo vigorouſly aſſerted, (Which to the Dead is the very 


next minate after the Breath is out of their Body) FA. 


ture Rewards and Puniſhments ſo frequently proved 'by 


L it, to be due to the Righteous and Wicked, muſt ſure 


put it out of all Doubt, or Queſtion, whether-it be a Do- 


| Atrine conform to Chriſtianity, or no. But Lam apt 


to Gueſs the Reaſon of ſuch Mens Anger, and Calumny 


againſt it, which is, becauſe it wholly takes away 


ſome main Fundamentals of the Popiſh Religion, viz. 
Prayers for the Dead, Invocation of Saints, and Purgatory. 
Advantagious Articles for the Church of Rome, and 


for that Reaſon perhaps with ſome Men too Grating 1 


Reflection. Now if this be the Ground of your Rail. 
ing, tell the World ſo. Strip your ſelf of your Sheeps 
Cloathing, and by your Natural Howling diſcover 
what you are. The Summary of the Chriftian Re- 
ligion, I look upoiff®to be contain'd in the Lords 
Prayer, Ten Commanaments, and the Apoſtles Creed, 
Pray in which of them is the Immortality of 71: 
Soul aſſerted? Life Everlaſting is in the Creed, 
propos'd as an Article of Faith, but it is to May, not 
to a Soul in its own Nature Immortal, Therefore if in nei- 
ther of them, as it's apparent it is not, what unchriſtian 
Doctrine is it to deny the Immortality of the Separate 
Soul, When our Religion does not Command us to 
Believe, or Teach any ſuch Doctrine? 'Tis true i: 
Teaches us that That Max will be Immortal, but not 
till after the Reſurrection. 1. Cor. 15. But this Do- 
Etrine was not taught us till Chriſt brought Life and 


Immortality through the Goſpel, It was He firſt re- 


veal'd that Myſterious Truth to us, and let us 
know that even our Mortal Bodies ſhould put on Immor- 
talit) tho Moulder d to Dirt, and by ſo many Changes 
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in proceſs of T ime and converted into other Bodies, or 
Subſtances; that they ſeem'd to be totally loft, ſhould 
yet revive,” and we become the ſame living Creatures 


as before. Had not Chriſt revealed this Reſurrection 


of the Body, that wiſe Philoſopher muſt have thought 
it impoſſible, who firſt taught us that Erroneous Po- 
Frine of a Spiritual Subſtance united to our Bodies, 


which Opinion, I heartily wiſh all Prateſtants would 


reject, which would mightily. add Luſtre to aur 
Refarmation, and become a wonderful Stroke for ſub- 
2 Poper). I hope, God will give a Bleſſing and 
Succeſs in future Ages, if not in this, to the better ex- 


tirpating this Philoſophic Heatheniſh Notion ofa Sb 
ſtanrial Soul; when by ſome other Hand, of Greater 
Character in the World, it ſhall be exploded, and confu- 


ted, as it deſerves. For if Man has no other vou tian 


Breath of Life, (as it appears by the Holy Scriptures He 
as not) why don't we act conform to the Scriptures ? 


Vhat! are we aſham'd to diſcard an old Notioa, be- 
cauſe !ately found Erroncous, and not Conſonant/to the 
Word of God? If ſo, remember the Denuntiation.——- He 
al is. aſhamed of me, and my Words, thi.” alteros 
Generation; of him alſo ſhall the Son of Man be aſhaned, whis, 
he cometh in the Glory of his Father, with the holy Angels, Mark 


vili. 38. Come let us lay our Hands upon our Hearts, 


and weigh the Truth of an Opinion, not the Antiquity, 
or the force of it from Tyadition, or Author of it. Why 
do we halt between two Opinions If Breath of Lite be Im 
material or Spiritual Subſtance, let us make ic an Article 
of the Church, if not of Faith? If it is unpoſſiblè to be 
Subſtance, let us reject it, and examine what ought to be 


cal'd SOUL, and wherein its Nature conſiſts, I con- 
'fels, it is too degenerate and ingrateful an ige to expect 


2 Reward for the Diſcovery of ſo im“ kant a Truth. 
1 But. 
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teriality ty au Mortaliry of the Lif, 45 Which 18 Nonſenſe, 


Thoi 12nd Years, and up wards, ſince the World begar. 
Is not bat Time paſt 10 him, nay, to us alſo of Tipe: 


But were it in my Power, and he Diſtoveres would Gus. 
Tify himfelf for it, I ſhould: think one of the beſt Pre. 

ferments in the Church too little a Reward. for fo fi 9 8 
nal a Service done to God and Religion, in detecting this 
© Philofophic Impoſture, This Iſay, that we be uo more Childre;; 


toſſed to and fro, and carried about with every Wind of (Heathen 


_ Philoſophic) Doctrine, by the flight of Men, aud canning 
| Cs whereby they lie in wait to derrive. Epheſ. iv, 


For we have not ſo learned Chriſt. 


"Laſtly, As tor thoſe who ſay, that the De: aſſerts the 
Mater iality, and Mortality of the Soul; They do iim 


* 


Wrong; he aſſerts 3 in his Works, according to his 


N dreien of the Soul; for that would | be aſſerting the Ma- 


not 2 Contradiction. And that the next Minute is 1 


Day of Rejurrection, every Man proves by himſelf in Rel. 


tion toe paſt, as well as Future: What does a Chils', | 
juſt capable of Retembring, remember of the 5! | 


S. K. * : 


years, ns than a Minute? Certain it muſt be, and tliere- 


fore condude with me, and believe the Scriptures, aut 


Falſe Tas irs or Preachers, that Man dieth and mager. 2s; 
; Man eth pthe Ghoſt, and where: 75 Ee: M As the 2 we 


Fail from? the Sea, and the Flood aecayeth, and drieth up; 80 


Man lieth flown, and riſeth not il the Heauens be no my: 
_ They {ball ut anale, or be raiſed ous of their Slerp, "a 3 
iv. V. Ip 11. 
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